
STATE OF TEXAS §

COUNTYOFPOLK § FQ FOR RECORD

.2020 APR 28 PMI2:39
CONTINUATION OF DECLARATION OF DISASTER

WHEREAS, Ihe Polk County Commissioners Court met in a duly posted
28,2020 at 10:00a.m.; and PDLK COUMTY GLERK

WHEREAS, the County of Polk, Texas, has suffered from severe damage from an EF3 tornado
touchdown in the Qnalaska and Seven Oaks areas on April 22, 2020. The tornado caused extensive
damage to public and private property, disruption of utility setvice, and endangerment of the health
and safetyof the residentsofPolk Countyand citieswithin thedisasterai'ca.

WHEREAS, significant disaster debris exists witliin the impacted areas.and presents a heajtlr and
public safetyhazard and damage exists to public iiifrastnictufe and, said conditions continue to exist to this
date; and

WHEREAS, tlie Commissioners Court of Polk County, Texas has detemiined that extraordiuaiy
measures are necessaiy and must be taken to protect and/or rehabilitate properly andarehereby ordered.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAllVIED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF
POLK COUNTY:

I That a local state ofdisaster was declared by the County Judge of Polk County, Texas .on April
22, 2020 pursuant to Section 4.18.108 ofthe Texas Government Code, and will expire on April
29,2020 (7 days) unless continued or renewed by tlie Conimissioners Court.

II. Pursuant to Section 418.108 of the Texas Govenmient Code, the Commissioners Courtof Polk
County, Texas has determined tliat the Declaration and state of disaster shall continue for a
period of.^0_ days from tltis date unless further continued or renewed by tlie Coraniissioners
Court ofPdtk County, Texas.

III. Pursuant to Section 4lS.108(i9 of the Texas Government Code, this declaiation of a local
disaster shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the County
Clerk.

IV. Pursuant to Section 4.18.108(d) of the Texas Goveniraent Code, this declaration of a local state
of disaster activates thecounly/cily Emergency Management Plan.

ORDERED By theCommissioners Court ofPolk County, Texas on this the 28!'' dayofApril, 2020.

' Murphy, uonnty Ju^e
lunty, Texas (/

ydney Murphy,(/onntyJudde , ATTEST: SchelanaHock
Polk County, Texas 1/ . • ^County Clerk

•(feeal)
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Get several bid$.
- .-rry >-•.': 1.! J_ Uj: i'pf: iyjof^p oV1 ~ '

Check out the Contractor,

• Get the cbritracW'sfull name, addre'ss arid jphorie'numb'er/ ' •'"f •
• Ask for references and call them.

cases against the contractor.

• Forrepairs that cost more than $10,000, ask.the contractor for a copy pf their

Get it in writing, . ' v
® Get a written contract. ' ? . < ;;*• ^ - r .; ,

® Specifythe work tp be done^^^ , . • . ^ ' •
Specify me, -l.r.'

• Don't sign anything ^u^pp^tund^ ' -;.!!•! ' V • --

Control the.|nQ,ii^y. _, . ^ ^
• Do not pay for the entue job,,jUp front. • „./ t - •

• Try to pay as htiiets'poss^^^^ "' ' ' " -

• ?

front unless they have a local office in,your county orjpne county-over for at
least one year. ^ . \

es the,contractor does no,t haye.a localpffice in
your countyor the next county over. "/
Do not make the final payment until you have inspected the work. Make sure you
arecpinpletely.s.atisfied wi^^ , , • ti ... c., ; • ^ •
.Do not p.ay in cash. ' . vf, •v> ^ -i -

500?^04-703 Iiiiitetapiegalb ng

A q.N E.]S T A

• sH TQr TDfiSjAE^&iiisnK Bg
ifQlIlAim ||

Formore information, check out dtsasterlegaiatd.org Revised 6.25.2015
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Some disaster help is usually available to all disaster suryiyprs.
Your immigration status does not matter. Ifyou are undocuhiented,
you can get certain kinds of disaster help.

o If the government declares your city a "disaster area," FEMA provides npncash
emergency help, such as:

o Finding Idsfpeople
® Transportation
• Emergency inedical cafe and medicine ,
® Crisis counseling
® Emergency shelter
• Emergency food and water
® Some disaster legal services

' ' V

® The American Red Cross provides emergency shelter, food, water and first aid.
Many nonprofit community groups may offer similar disaster services, along with
clothing and maybe asmall bit ofcash for immediate expenses. "

Cash help and long-term disaster services from the gpYerrtmeht
are available only to U.S. citizens and quaiified allpris.

• This type of help may include: ^ • - ' ' ' ' '
• • • • Temporary rehtai housing

" Repldcemeht of lostpoVsessm^
• • o ' .Payment ofmedical and fuherai costs • ' '

® Small Business Administration loans
. . ^ , rit-y.^ •
o You have to give aSocial Security number to get tjus' kind of di'sast^-: help:
• You may also have to sign papers stating you are aU.S.'citi^enj qualified alien, or

noncitizen nadpnal.
Turii page dyer for infdrmatiqn;

For more Information, check out disasterlegaiald.org Revised 6.25.2015
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o Qualified aliens include:

® Lawful.perinanent residents (people whohave" green c^ds) .
o Refugees, asylees or persons granted 'Withholding of removal/deportation"
o Persons paroled into the U.S. for at least one year • 7
• Cuban or Haitian entrants

o Certain victims of domestic violence ' ^ . . r .

e Trafficking victims canget disaster services likerefugees.

If you are undocumented, but you are the parent of children under 18 who
live with you and are U.S; citizens or qualified aliens, you can apply on their
behalf for governmbhi: disaster help. This includes FEMA cash assistance.

® You must give your children's social security nurnbers.
• Be deaf that yoU Warit 'services '6hly for yoiif children. Be clear thdt you do not want

services for yoiuself.
• You should riot be required to provide your SocialSecurity number,
o Do not provide any information about your own immigration status.
• not provide/any fdse information.

Helpful tips '

• If you have lostpapers in the disaster that prove citizenship, imrmgfarit status,
or identity, explain this to agency staff when you ask forhelp. " ' ' ' '

• Ask for an interpreter if you-need disaster help and do not speak English. An interpreter
shouldbe provided to youat no cost.^ Many agencies that, help disastersurvivors are
required by law to provide, languagehelp when it is needed- This includes written materials
in your prini,ary language. •. . ^

o Getting disaster services from the goyernment does not make an immigrant ineligible
fbt citizerishipdf lawdii permaherit residence (getting agreen card). It does not

A^doudie-afid riiay '̂aff^t''yduf-bhM^ "^rditizenship bf-riigrSSh c^d. ii '

Source: American Red Cross, National Councilof La Raza, and National Immigration LawCenter
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Find a copy ofyour policy. Yo'iir agent can provide oneif needed.' •
e Carefully read your policy.
• Know the deadlines for giving notice of loss to your insurance company.

Think about all insurance policies that might cover a loss. This includes property,
car and health.

Look at your policy. Find the address where yousenda written notice.

4. I .Give written notice of loss to your insurance company. It is agood idea to call the
company immediately. Besure to follow-iip with a written notice. The written
notice is a Must. ' • ' "

Take photos and videos of property damage ifpossible before m^ng repairs.

Make a list ofdarnaged orlost items. Ask your insurance agent about any specific
required fori^. ' ^ ^ .

Keepreceipts for any expenses to repair yqiitproperty: Keep receipts for anyextra
living costs such as hotels and meals away from home. ^ ,

Give your insurance company a listof all expeiises. ,Find outif you; nqed to get
approval before spending any money or"liii^ng any contracts:;:';: '.

8

Check yo^ ihstirance policy for deadlines of specif requifemeiits: Youmust follow
• all therules listed in ybuf policy as much as *r > '

' ' • For example, flood insui^'ce hasdifferent mlM^ Proofof loss for flood
. insurance must be submitted within 60 days, unless the deadline'is extended;

^ ^ Turn pase over for more information.

' • -I ^ .' 1 >' ^

1-800-504-7030 i www.lQbesta.H,egal:o.rg

L O E S T.A.Jfi..

s-flT crTa«i«sa'i5iicTpLi»^ {RHsaira -

For more information, check out disasterlegalaid.biig Last Revised: 6/25/201S
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Request partial oradvance payraej}ts fromydur insurance eompany as heeded. •

I . \

; M '

• ^ t *% " « , 4»-.» 1 "•s <1--. -r*

. I-8O0-5047TO3O" I.www.lbnes^^^^^ '

I . 1

1 .

- ••'• •' / > • . . '' j' •''
r .. . .

. . „ ., „-^This"~
includes the dates and times and thepeople in the cohversatibii. ''"' .'• ^

Keep copies ofall letters, emails, etc., that you send to your insurance company or
agent. Keep copies ofall letters; emails, etc. that you get from your- insurance
company or agent. '.••;• ••'• •. •

Review checks, payments, letters, emails, etc. from your insurance company. Make
WA M^9l language releasing orgiving up.^any •clairr^^. Discuss with ybur
agent if you are in doubt. You also may need to talk to an attorney.

Follow up' with your insurance company about your" ciairn: • - -' •

Get, legal help if you believe you arebeing treated unfairly.
i;'" ' < . " , 2:''. •'.r-'sf " i I.; vw-- i • f •> j-: '• '-y / •
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Can I get out of my lease if my home is damaged?

Ifyour lease says you can or ifyou cannot live in any part ofyour rented home becap,se of
damage, you can cancel the lease; • ' , - - . • .

• If you cannot live in any part ofyour rental unit, you must give your landlord written
notice that you-are canceling your lease, .

o You should also askin writing for a refund ofyour security deposit'and any pre-paid
rent from your landlord. : -

o You niust give your new address to your landlord inwriting to receive any refund.

Does my landlord have to lower my rent if my home is damaged?

No. You cannot reduce your rent unless your landlord agrees or your lease gives you that
right. Talk to your landlord and work out a deal. Ifyou carinot. then you have the right to file
a lawsuit and seek a court order reducing your rent.

What do I do if I lost my job because of the disaster and can't pay rent?

If you do not pay rent your landlord can give you a notice to move. Your landlord may later
file an eviction caseagainst you. If your rentis subsidized by the government, you are
entitled to have your part of the rent reduced. You should contact the agency that helps you
with your rent to get a reduction.

Can my landlord make me move immediately if I can live in my home?

No. Alandlord can only make you move by giving you a notice telling you togetout by a
certain dateand then filing a lawsuit after that date. Youcannot be evicted without reason.

® If your lease is expired, yoiir landlord may beable to force you to move by giving you
a 30-day notice.

• If your landlord locks you out and refuses to give you a key, contact your local justice
of the peace. TheJustice of the peace may order your landlord to immediately unlock
your door by signing a "writ of re-entry."

Turn page over for more information.

For more Information, check but disasterlegalaid.org

lone star

""ACKS'-JilSTK

LI.-..pO .

j Vv-V- V''-

Last Revised: 6/25/2015



2020/04/23 15:05:08 9 /14

^ •i i- 'y • K Vj ^ V '' '.y1̂ •'" ''.. £ ;Gan myi landlord make me move isblth^^

"'•'•'•• . ' .,,' ,r" • -" .

wl-vr.v;;, „
•- i •i'N

If you can still live mthe home, you do not have to move until the lease is over. Ifyou have
a written lease, it may cover this situation.-; Ifnot, voiirdandlord can only make ynu TVtnvp. if
your home is not safe to live in. The landlord can move you temporarily while making
extensive renfit'rs hiif miiQt rnnv^ vnii if \Vr>iV'r1<aQc''A'ic rtxror * . •extensive repairs, but must move youback if yourleaVeis hot over.

I6 IWhat do I do if Iam served with an eviction lawsuit?
• Carefully read the papers and besure to show up to tell your side of the story.
• You have the nght to'fepfeseht yourself. You also can call Lone Stk'Legal Aid for

irifortiiatiori bf.to.represent you ifyou qualify.'In some types ofeviction cases you can
take a friend to help.

• You have tho right to^appeal even if you lose inJustice of^e Peace Court;

I7IWhat do I do if my landlord do^ not refund my security deposit
or pre-paid rent? ; ; . „ v,- . ^ • •

. Wait until 30 (lays aftei: you gave the landlord your new address inwriting. .Then you can
contact legal aid for help. ,V i V
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How do I replace tiiy driver's license?

Call the local Texas Dep^raent ofPublic Safety office. All,offices are listed pn the
website at www.txdps.state.tx.us.

[Yj How do I replace my Social Security card?
• There is nota current emergency procedure.tp replace a Social Security card. You

need to complete anApplication ForA-Social SecuritV Card (Form.SS^bl.

o Youneed another form of identification, such as a diver's license. The process is
explained on the Social Securitywebsite'atww.ssa.gbv. You can also call
1-800-772-1213 or visit a local Social Sepurity offme. ,

Q How do Ireplace my food stamps or EBT card?
•• Food stamps are provided'by the'Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro^am (SNAP). For

help with the Texas SNAP program:
• Call 2.1-1

• Call 1-877-541-7905 or 1-800-777-7328

[T] How do I replace my debit card?
. Call your bank. The bank will tell you how to replace your card.

• If you keep papers in abank safety deposit box, you should ask if the boxes are
unharmed.

• . Ifyou do not know how to contact your bank or credit union, call the FDIC's toll-
free number at 1-877-275-3342 for contact information.

Turn page over for more information.

l-^pd-504.7{i3b j wwy.)bnestarlfeg^l:arg

tONE STAR

LEGAL AID

y'"

. .. .f-.- ;

t -J •-H V: tr.rf"'-"

For more irifdrmitfph,^check,o^ - : V Revised 6/25/2015 > : •
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^ T

How do I replace lost;checks?
' , "- 'MM --' '
Call your bank. The bank will tell you how to report lost checks and get replacements.

•r.X^A'>:ft,v,v'--;'v <'S.J- ; i-is'•.,-i.,T ^,r.-i-,.
'^?v ,; ^; ;}• •• •,^;a

Hmf'do~rTeplace™^

.. .,.^11 Ae..bian|c that issiied Aeca^d to .get"a.new one.
,. pall your crqdit company if^yoiff credit card was not issued.by your bai^. .

Major credit card companies include:

. AmencapExpress:^ w>vw.arnericanexpre^^
Discover; 1-800-347-2683 •' ' ' w'ww.Siscbvehconi '
MasterCard: 1-800-627-8372 '•'' • • '•ttdVw.maVtercar'd^ ' ''
VISA: 1-800-847-2911

•V. .•.
www.usa.visa.com

^ i,

'. t.

You may .want to c^H thebank or, your credit card company even if you .do not.need a new
.^/card.,;Many ban^.and credit.card.copjpahies maybe willing to waivesprne fees and

paymentS;due-t0-di.sasters. . ..i. • ; j,. ' C'."'

a
f''.

marriage license?

You can go to your local courthouse.

>' >• •'
.li.. i I

a

8

You also canphpckpriline athttps://txabps.texas.gov/tolapp/Qvra/index.htm. •, >i
• Yipu can use the onlipe application to order vital records.., -
•v This.includps;. '..'.i- < >• • - . a-
" • :birthcertificate or verifica^^^^ • . ^ ^

• death certificate or verification , . . ^ •

.»'marriage verification .
o- divorce verificatipn - •

To request these records from other states, visit the National Center, for Health Statistics
website at www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm.

What else can serve as proof of identity?

Passjgt^ ,
t Emplpyer.ID.card
- Scho'pl'-fiD 'card

Marriage or divorce record
' C;-'v'-'Eijeihsufa^ ^

' .

Health insurance c^d (not a Medicare card)

.;;Air8G0^-7d3d. .wlA/w^jpnes'tci diegal^drg;'^ f
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The SBA has low-interest disaster loans. You don't have to owp a business.

o If you are arenter or home owner, you may beable to borrow money to repair orreplace
items damaged ordestroyed in the'disaster. Hofnebwners limy apply fof ihdhey to repair
orreplace their homes. You may be able to'get a I6ah to make your home more disaster
proof.

You usually have 60 days after the disaster to apply, the SBA may extend this
date. You must apply by the deadline or you lose your chance to apply.

o The first step is to apply to FEMA at 1-800-621-3362 orwww.disasterassistance.gov.
• Some FEMA benefits are only possible" after you apply to theSBA.'
• If FEMA refers you to theSBA to apply for a loan, you must at leastapply for the

SBA loan. You should apply even if you havebad credit.' ' •
e If FEMA refers you for an SBA loan and you do notapply for one, you may notbe

abletpgetFEMAhelp later. - . • • ; i..
c Apply for FEMA benefits. Then apply forSBA benefits if FEMA mfers you so you

can get all the help you need to recover.

• You can apply for anSBA loan online athttDs://disasterlQan.sba.gov. You can also apply
in person at aFEMA Disaster Resource Center, by. plioiie of by iffail;

,• Do not miss thefiling deadline by waiting fof an insurance'settlement.
• SBA can give a loan for repairs while you wait for your ihsufahce topay.
o Once your insurance pays, you must repay your- SBAloanthat covered the repair

or replacement costs. . < •'
o SBAcannot give money fordamages that your insurance company already covers.

The SBA offers loans withlong-term repayments, in many cases up to 30 years,
o Apply to f^MA first.'' " * V
o Then apply to SBA.
• Do it within 60days or the extended deadline. If you do not, youwillmiss your

chance for an SBA loan. '• -f •' ' •

r'". • i '

L Q. N..E . S TAR

For more information, check out disasterlegalaid.org Revised 6.25.2015
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[ij Can FEMA help me with temporary housing? ^
Yes. FEMA can help you with yoiir hotei bill. In some cases, FEMA wijj pay the hotel hill

, for,you^;yQU c,an check for alist of those ho^s at www.femaevachotels.com. Ifyour hotel
is not aparticipating hotel, save your hotel .bill tp.asfc for FEMA reimbursemei^^ you
checkout. ^ ' , . , , • r- ^

Can FEMA help me with rent? ,

Y^s. IpMA can help you with rent at u;new place jfyour home was damagaj,by
a disaster. ' ' • "" ' ' ' ''

Can FEMA help me with Yeht if I rented my damaged home?

Yes. FEMA.can-help you with atleast one month's'refit'

^ Can FEMA help merepair my home? ' ' ^

-Yes", if ybu own yoiir hgnie. FEMA can provide home owner's with alimited arhoiint of help
to make your residence safe, sanitary and functional.

• Home owners who have good credit and enough income to pay off a loan may
also geta government-backed loan to fully repair their home.

• You may need to clear up ownership ofyour property ifyou do not have a:deed in
your; nameby the,timeyou register with FEMA-

E5_\ Can FEMA help me replace my personal belongings?
Yes. FEMA can give you money to replace personal belongings that were damaged or
destroyed during the disaster. Things that FEMA can help you replace inclucle vehicles,
furniture, appliances, and other ihipprMp^^^ \ ' \ v

r- ' vu. . ; 'Turn page over formore information.

l-§dQ-50,4;7030: |, www.Ioriestarlegal;'6fg -

•I.' • ,

' •-f .

•'I : i

LONE STAR

LfiCmL AID
'TBIAS ACaSS.^MI

Formore Information, checkout disasterlegalaid.org Revised 6.25.2015
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Gan FEMA help md wUh pthwlexp!^ by a disast^?
Yes. FEMA can help you with the medical expenses, dental expenses, funeral expenses,
transportation expenses, and other serious needs caused by the disaster. . .

o FEMA will not cover these expenses unless you can show that they weye caused by
the disaster. ,

o You may need to get your doctor to give you anote that says ybiir medical or dental
expenses were caused by the disaster.

® You may also need to provide receipts for any other expense caused by adisaster.

Can FEMA help me if I have insurance?

Yes. FEMA can help ybii with needs that are not covered by your insurance or give you
money while you arewaiting on insurance money.

• You may need to give FEMA a copy of yom insurance policy.
• FEMA will hot coveryoiurihstirdricb deductible.'-
o Youwill need to pay FEMA backafter you receive your insurance money. •

How do I ask FEMA to help me?

Call or go online at: 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or http://www.fema.gov or m.fema.gov for
smartphones. r ..

Important: • ' '
e Consider filing for FEMA even ifyou don't Ihihk you need itat the time. This can help

document your damage in case you laterneedFEMA help.
® Keep allpapers you geffromFEIVIA:.' 1--; . ,• ^• • •• ' ' , .
o Keep receipts showing how you spend the money FEMA giyes ygu. Keep tjiese receipts for

• ""^eh FEMA gives you itipiiey, they will telj ypu hoW'you should use if
• Only use FEMA rhohey for ifie things f^MX'tells yoii to spend it oh.

' », Apply for other, benefits such as dis^ter unemployment and disaster food stamps if
ppssible so you won't be tempted to use FEMA money for living expenses ^ j

• .Be suretb clainiitlie total value of your damaged house orproperty even if it's more than
FEMAigr insurance limits

® VoU can contact Lone Star Legal Aid if you have any problems with FEMA.



UNEMPLOmENT

• APPLY ONLINE AT

TWC.TEXAS.GOV OR CALL

1 (800) 558-8321

• APPLY EVEN IF YOU WERE

NOT ELIGIBLE OR DENIED

BEFORE COVID

• APPLY IF YOU WORK FOR

YOURSELF •

• APPLY IF YOU CAN'T LOOK

FOR A JOB OR WORK

PAID SICK LEAVE-FQR EMPLOYEES

• 2 WEEKS - APPLY AT WORK

• APPLY IF YOU ARE SICK,

QUARANTINED, OR CARING

FOR SOMEONE ELSE

• APPLY EVEN IF YQUR JOB

HAS NO LEAVE

• APPLY IF YOUR CHILD'S

SCHOOL OR DAYCARE IS

CLOSED

YOU CAN APPLY FOR FREE IfGAL

HEIPONUNEAT

WWW.UIHESTARl£GALORG

ORBYCAiilNG

1-800-733-83S4.

LSC
Aretio'4'i'MUwi

'4<r.yrcri
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COVID-ta BENEFITS

FOOD STAMPS ISNAP

• CALL 2-1-1 OR APPLY ONLINE AT

WWW.YOURTEXASBENEFITS.COM
FOR SNAP

• APPLYIFYOU WERE DENIED OR

NOT ELIGIBLE BEFORE COVID

TAHFI TEMP ASSISTANCE FORFAMIUES

CALL 2-1-1 OR APPLYONLINE AT

WWW.YOURTEXASBENEFITS.COM
FOR TANF

APPLY IF YOU HAVE K1DS AN D

WERE NOT ELIGIBLE BEFORE
COVID

^ WDIiKSEQIIIBEMEHTS AND JOB SEABCH WAIVED DUmKB COVID
• FOR SNAP, TANF, AND UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

MOST BENEFITS WILL HOT BE CUT OFF DOSING COVID

• YOUR MEDICAID WILL NOT BE CUT OFF DURING COVID

• SNAP IS EXTENDED 6 MONTHS

PAID EMERGENCY LEAVE FOR EMPLOYEES

• 3 MONTHS

• APPLY IF YOUR CHILD'S SCHOOL
OR DAYCARE IS CLOSED

• PAY ITTO YOURSELF IFSELF-

EMPLOYED - CREDIT AGAINST

TAXES

STIMULUS CHECK FROM THE GOVERNMENT SELF-EMPLOYEB OR SHALL BUSINESSES

IT IS COMING- IT IS

AUTOMATIC FOR MOST

PEOPLE

WILL NOT AFFECT OTHER

BENEFITS-SSI,SNAP,
MEDICAID, OR

UNEMPLOYMENT

APPLY FOR A LOAN AT A

BANK

NO LOAN FEES & NO

INTEREST FOR 6 MONTHS

FORGIVEN IF NO EMPLOYEE

LAY-OFFS

APPLY FOR

UNEMPLOYMENT IFYOU

ARE SHUT DOWN

ALL LEGAL INFORMATION ON THIS FLYER IS ACCURATE AS OFAPRIL 6,2020

ACCBSteJUSTICETEXAS

TigXAS


